DEPARTMENT OF MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 


MC110 Representation and Textual Analysis 
Handy hints for essay writing 

These are some hints to help you when writing your examined essay for the course. 
Please read them along with the information contained in the Student Handbook and 
the booklet about Essays and Examinations you were given during the year. 

1. Please read and answer the question. You are encouraged to develop the question in 
your own way but you should tell the reader how you are doing that and show how your 
work provides answers to the question. 

2. When you refer to a film for the first time give the year of distribution and the director 
in brackets, together with the country of origin (see the course outline for examples). 

You only need to do this the first time. Always underline film and book titles . 

3. Provide references and a bibliography. Check now that you know how to do this. See 
the handbook for details on this and consult the seminar leader or me in office hours. 

4. You must acknowledge when you use another author’s words or ideas. Failure to do 
this can constitute plagiarism and is taken very seriously. Cases of suspected plagiarism 
are investigated and can lead to you not getting your degree. 

5. Don’t fall into the trap of simply (or complicatedly) telling the plot when writing on 
narrative. Assume the reader has seen the film - there is no need to give a resume 

6 If you hand in video material you cannot necessarily expect to get it back. 

7. Think about structure and tell the reader how you are going to organise your material. 
Make sure your essay has a beginning, a middle and an end in that order. 

8. Organise your essay around an argument, a set of ideas you want to put across. Do 
not just tell us what other people have thought. But make sure you give reasons and 
textual evidence for what you want to argue. 

9. Do not rely on other critics’ views of the film you’re using. See the film for yourself and 
use your own account. Bear in mind textual analysis is an important element of the 
course. Never write about a film you haven’t seen. 

10 Word-process if possible. Use your spell check, check punctuation, make it readable. 
Do not give in your first draft. Careless writing and presentation really undermines the 
reader’s confidence in your ideas. 

11 Do not leave it all to the last minute. The computer will crash, your disc will corrupt, 
the queue for the printer will be a mile long. Save your work on at least two discs and if 
possible don’t leave printing until the day of the deadline. 

12. There is no need for a fancy cover or binding but make sure the pages are well 
secured. On the front cover, put the course number, the question you are answering 
and your student number. Do not put on your name as the work should be 
anonymous for marking 


